Official Meatpackers Book Club Reading List
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith

A bestseller, first published in 1943, the novel is a coming-of-age story about Francie Nolan and her poverty-stricken family in Brooklyn. Circumstances are constantly against her, but she refuses to give up and struggles towards a better life. 

Little Dorrit by Charles Dickens

William Dorrit has been in debtor’s prison for long that his children have all grown up there. The book is a fictionalized version of Dickens’ own life, with his father thrown into debtor’s prison and Charles sent out as a child laborer to help his family. 

The Life of Pi by Yann Martel

Recent winner of the Booker Prize, the novel is a partly allegorical, multi-layered survival story about the son of a zookeeper who shares a lifeboat with a Bengal tiger after a shipwreck. 
The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame
First published in 1908, this is a children’s literature classic, with beloved animal characters of Mole, Ratty, Mr. Toad, and Badger. Its gorgeous prose and the mixture of adventure, morality, and mysticism widen its appeal to adults.
Other Authors and Books Featured in the Play

Authors Card Game (Literary Card Game from the 1860s)

Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

How to Survive the Loss of a Love by Melba Colgrove
The Little Red Book by Bill W.

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

On the Road by Jack Kerouac

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

Books I Made Up*
Great Excitations by Charles Dickens
A Tree Grows in Hoboken

Old Man on the Road

The Unauthorized Biography of Saint Somebody

Here a Pope, There a Pope, Everywhere a Pope Pope

Moby’s Dick

Mother Seton’s Letters to the Rolling Stones

*Do not look for in your library!

Prepared from dramaturgical notes from Debra Leigh Scott, Dramaturg

